CHAPTER VII

THE MENACE  OF STATE RIGHTS

MARSHALL'S reading of the Constitution may be
summarized in a phrase: it transfixed State Sover-
eignty with a two-edged sword, one edge of which
was inscribed "National Supremacy/' and the
other "Private Rights." Yet State Sovereignty,
ever reanimated by the democratic impulse of the
times, remained a serpent which was scotched but
not killed. To be sure, this dangerous enemy to
national unity had failed to secure for the state
Legislatures the right to interpret the Constitution
with authoritative finality; but its argumentative
resources were still far from exhausted, and its po-
litical resources were steadily increasing. It was
still capable of making a notable resistance even in
withdrawing itself, until it paused in its recoil and
flung itself forward in a new attack.

The connecting link between the Supreme Court
and the state courts has already been pointed out
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